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whose salary exceeds so much per annum, and so on). Private
Bills apply to an individual (John Smith) or a group of
persons (the residents of the City of Kingston upon Hull).
The procedure on Private Bills is different from that of
Public Bills. It is not possible in these pages to describe the
complex process of private legislation, but it should be noted
that in considering Private Bills, Parliament is, in a sense, per-
forming a judicial function. Parliament is a tribunal or a
referee before whom the promoters and the opponents of a
Bill are arguing.
Procedure in the House of Lords
The House of Lords has exercised judicial functions
from the earliest times, and it is still the supreme court of ap-
peal from inferior courts. Much of the judicial business of
the House of Lords is of a complicated character, but occa-
sionally a case before the Lords excites general interest. Here,
. for example, is a case which was heard in the House of Lords
not long ago:
Miss Bessie Stone had been injured by a cricket ball
while she was standing on the highway outside her house.
The ball had been hit by a batsman playing in a match on the
cricket ground adjacent. The club had been in existence, and
matches had been regularly played on that ground, since
about 1864. The ground was protected by a fence 7 feet
high, the top of the fence being 17 feet above the cricket
pitch. The distance from the batsman to the fence was about
78 yards, and to the place where Miss Stone was hit just under
100 yards. The hit was quite exceptional and a ball was very
rarely hit over the fence during a match. Miss Stone claimed
damages.
Mr. Justice Oliver, before whom the case came, ac-
quitted the defendants of negligence and held that nuisance
was not established.